Opening Speech for the 2024-2025 Academic Year

By Provost David Bangsberg

Why am I at VinUniversity? I am here for some of the same reasons the students are.

I am at VinUni because it has one of the best facilities I have seen. The library, the simulation lab,
the Smart Health Center, the Entrepreneurship lab are all state-of-the-art facilities.

I am at VinUni because we have some of the world’s best faculty from over 20 countries.

I am here because VinUniverisity attracts students from across Vietnam and all over Asia-Pacific
Region, North America, Europe, and Africa.

I am here because we offer our students a global perspective to take on global challenges in
partnership with some of the world’s best universities, including Cornell, Penn, UCSD, University
of Queensland, and Oxford Univeristy, Columbia University, Carnegie Mellon University,
University of Toronto, National University of Singapore

I am here because we are the youngest and fastest university in the world to receive prestigious
QS 5-star ratings.

However, the most compelling reason I am here is the intellectual passion and curiosity of the
students - each and every one of them.

I start most days here at VinUniversity having coffee with a student. I do this because I get my fuel
for the day by hearing our students’ many and varied ambitions, nudging their ambitions a little
higher, strategizing how to turn their ambitions into reality.

During my coffees, I have met students with breathtaking ideas and ambitions. Our students have
a palpable excitement for learning, creating and shaping ideas.

YOU - the students - you inspire me each and every day!

We need you to discover new technologies that slow or better yet halt climate change. We need
you to start new businesses to create opportunities by growing our global economy. We need you
to find new approaches to resolving and ending conflict. We need you to heal those who are
suffering and to cure disease.



I believe our future is brighter because of your commitment to change and your belief that we have
the power to conquer new horizons to shape a better world.

That journey begins here at VinUni. It begins in the classroom, in the library, in the laboratory, the
college clubs, weekend and late night conversations in the dorms. It is a journey with our faculty,
our staff, our international experts that visit VinUni and with your internships abroad. It begins
now.

No matter where your journey takes you. Whether your journey is to become a doctor or nurse, a
researcher, a computer scientist or engineer, an educator, a policy advocate, or a business leader -
you are ready to take on new ideas and new skills to equip you to make a better world. You are
ready to be a changemaker and to conquer new horizons.

The other reason I am at VinUni is I am not alone in being dedicated to our students’ success.
Every one of our faculty and staff is fanning the spark in our students' imagination. The faculty
and the staff are helping our students acquire knowledge and build skills to make a real and positive
difference in the world.

Students, lean into your journey at VinUni - learn how to be a changemaker - challenge yourself,
challenge your faculty, challenge me - challenge us all with new ideas - make us rethink what is
possible.

I am very grateful to be here with you as you begin this journey.

And as we all lean into this journey together, I am pleased to announce the beginning of the 24/25
academic year!



Phat biéu Khai giang nim hoc 2024-2025

Béi Hi€u Truwdng David Bangsberg

Tai sao t6i dén Trudng Pai hoc VinUni? Té6i dén day vi nhitng 1y do twong tu nhu cac ban sinh
vién.

T6i dén VinUni vi noi ddy dugc trang bi nhiing co s& vét chat tot nhat ma toi timg thay. Thu vién,
trung tim mod phong, Trung tdm Y té thong minh, Trung tdm Khai nghiép déu 1a nhimg co so vat
chat vo cung hién dai.

T6i dén VinUni vi & day c6 nhitng giang vién hang dau thé gi¢i. Ho dén tir hon 20 qudc gia.

T6i dén day vi VinUni di thu hat sinh vién tir khap noi trén dat nude Viét Nam, khu vuc Chau A
- Thai Binh Duong, Bic My, Chau Au va Chéau Phi.

T6i dén ddy vi st ménh mo rdng tam nhin cho sinh vién dé san sang d6i mat véi cac thach thirc
toan cau, hop tic voi nhitng trudng dai hoc hang dau thé giéi nhu Pai hoc Cornell, Pai hoc
Pennsylvania, Dai hoc California — San Diego, Pai hoc Queensland, Pai hoc Oxford, Pai hoc
Columbia, Pai hoc Carnegie Mellon, Pai hoc Toronto va Pai hoc Quéc gia Singapore.

Tbi dén day vi chung t6i la truong dai hoc tré nhét va nhanh nhét dat duoc xép hang QS 5 sao toan
dién trén thé gioi.

Nhung hon c4, diéu thuc sy hap dan toi dén day chinh 1a niém dam mé va sy to mo vdi tri thuce
ctia mdi ban sinh vién tai VinUni.

T6i bat dau mdi budi sang tai VinUni bang nhitng budi ca phé trd chuyén voi cac ban sinh vién.
Nhitng budi ca phé sang nay cho toi rat nhidu ning lwong dé bat dau mot ngay mai; khi t6i duoc
ling nghe vé nhimg hoai bio cua sinh vién, ciing vun dap udc mo va cing viét 1én ké hoach bién
nhiing wdc mo do6 thanh hi¢n thyc.

Trong nhitng budi ca phé sang do, t61 da gap gd nhirng sinh vién cé y tudng va hoai bao cuc ky an
tugng. Cac ban sinh vién cia VinUni c6 mdt niém say mé hoc hdi, sy sdng tao vo han va mong
muon tao ra nhitng y tudng 16n lao.

CHINH CAC BAN - c4c ban sinh vién — chinh 1 ngudn cam himg cua t6i mdi ngay!

Chung t6i mong mudn cac ban s& kham pha ra nhitng cong nghé méi dé gitp 1am cham hodc tuyét
voi hon 1 ngan chin dugc bién d6i khi hau. Chiing toi thuc day tinh than khoi nghiép dé tao ra
cac giai phap phat trién nén kinh té toan cdu. Chung t6i mong mudn cac ban tim ra nhiing phuong



phap méi dé giai quyét va chim dut xung dot. Chung t6i mong mudn cac ban c6 thé gitp d& nhitng
nguoi dang gap kho khan va tim ra phuong phép chita tri cac can bénh.

T6i tin rdng twong lai ciia chung ta s& twoi sang hon nho vao cam két ciia cc ban sinh vién véi sy
thay doi va niém tin rang chung ta c6 thé chinh phuc nhitng chan trdi moi dé dinh hinh mot thé
gi6i tot dep hon.

Hanh trinh d6 bat dau tai VinUni. N6 bit dau trong 16p hoc, trong thu vién, trong phong thi nghiém,
trong cac cau lac bo sinh vién, qua nhitng cudc trd chuyén vao cudi tuan hay dém khuya tai ky tac
x4. P06 1a mot hanh trinh khong ngimg voi cac giang vién, nhan vién, cac chuyén gia qudc té dén
tham VinUni va qua cac chuong trinh thyc tap tai nudc ngoai. Va hanh trinh d6 s& bat dau tir bay
gio.

Du hanh trinh ciia cac ban dan ban di ti dau, cho du d6 1a tré thanh bac si, y t4, nha nghién ctru,
chuyén gia may tinh, k¥ su, nha gido duc, nha hoat dong chinh sach hay nha lanh dao kinh doanh
— cac ban da sin sang dé tiép thu nhitng ¥ twdng va k§ niang méi dé trang bi cho ban than minh,
cung huéng toi xay dung mot thé gidi tét dep hon. Céc ban da va dang trd thanh nhitng ngudi tao
ra su thay d6i va chinh phuc nhimng chan troi moi.

Mot 1y do nita ma t6i dén VinUni 1a vi dy 1a noi t6i khong c6 don trong stir ménh cdng hién cho
su thanh cong cua sinh vién. T4t ca giang vién va nhan vién ciia chung t6i déu dang thoi bung ngon
lira bén trong cia mdi ban. Tap thé giang vién va nhan vién dang gitip sinh vién cia chung ta tiép
thu nhiing kién thuc va xay dung bd k¥ nang dé tao ra su khac biét thuc su va tich cuc trén toan
the gidi.

Céc ban sinh vién than mén, hay tan dung khoang thoi gian cia cac ban tai VinUni — hoc cach trd
thanh nhitng ngudi tao ra sy thay doi — hay thir thach chinh minh, thir thach giang vién cta ban,
thir thach t6i — thir thach tat ca ching ta véi nhimg ¥ tuéng méi — bién nhitng suy nghi khong thé
thanh ¢c6 theé.

Téi rat biét on khi duge & day, cung céc ban, tai thoi diém cac ban bit dau hanh trinh nay.

Va khi tit ca ching ta cting nhau budc vao hanh trinh nay, t6i rit vui mimg thong bao: Nam hoc
2024 - 2025 chinh thirc dugc bat dau!



